
St. Jeanne Jugan OctOber 11, 2009
On October 11, 2009, the prayers of many Little Sisters of the Poor, 
Residents, friends and benefactors were answered when Jeanne 
Jugan, Foundress, was recognized as a saint of the Roman Catholic 
Church in a special ceremony in Rome. 

This humble woman, whose life was a model of obedience to God 
and service to others, was elevated to a stature that she would 
never have sought during her life here on earth. St. Jeanne Jugan, who 
spent the last years of her life in near obscurity, watching quietly as 
others took the credit for founding the Congregation of the Little 
Sisters of the Poor, is now known to everyone around the world as 
the patron saint of the elderly, those in whom she saw the face of 
Christ.

October 11 began early in the Jeanne Jugan Residence. The live 
broadcast of the canonization ceremony from Rome began at 4:00 
a.m. local time, prompting some in the home to awaken at 3:30 a.m. 
even though we had arranged to have it taped for later viewing. The 
Residents of our Home were very much awake that morning in joy-
ful anticipation of the Mass. 

Following the television broadcast of the canonization from Rome, 
a special Mass of Celebration was offered Monsignor Joseph Ranieri, 
Chaplain, in our Home’s chapel. We were joined by friends and 
families of the Little Sisters and the Residents. We were also blessed 
by a visit from students of the Catholic University of America School 
of Music whose musical talents added tremendously to the liturgi-
cal celebration. Flower arrangements were generously donated by 
Greenworks, Inc., adding beauty to the chapel. 

After a special steak dinner, the canonization ceremony was replayed 
on our large screen T.V. in the auditorium.  Even though there was 
little sleep that weekend, nobody seemed to notice because the 
excitement of seeing Jeanne Jugan being recognized and introduced to 
the whole world as a saint kept us energized.

Two weeks after the canonization, on October 25, a special Mass 
of Thanksgiving in honor of the Canonization of Jeanne Jugan was 
celebrated at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception. Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl was the principal celebrant 
and was joined by several dozen other bishops and priests. A large 
color guard of Knights of Columbus was also present. 

The Mass was aired live around the world thanks to EWTN and 
CatholicTV. In a marvel of modern technology, Mother General 
Celine de la Visitation, told us that she and the other Little Sisters in 
our Mother House in France were able to enjoy the broadcast live at 
8:00 p.m. local time due to the six hour time difference.  

In her remarks following our special Mass of Thanksgiving at 
the Basilica, Provincial Superior, Mother Loraine Marie Clare, 
commented that “God’s timing is never a coincidence and He picked 
a very opportune moment in our history to canonize Jeanne Jugan. It 
is a time when the elderly are often overlooked and forgotten and fre-
quently treated without the dignity and the respect that is, in fact, their 
due, not only as members of the human family, but as children of God.”  

We pray that St. Jeanne Jugan’s example of respect and love for 
the elderly will be adopted by many during this time of discussion 
over healthcare and the implication that it will have on our elderly 
citizens. 
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“If God is with us, it will be accomplished.”
     —St. Jeanne Jugan

During this time of year there is a lot of focus on feeding the hungry.  
We are very blessed to receive donations of canned food from several 
of the schools in the area. We also appreciate the donations of toiletries 
and other small personal gifts that we receive from various schools and 
churches. These two types of gifts are some of the most helpful because 
they are items that we always need. Although we receive donations of 
fresh fruits and vegetables from generous local businesses, canned items 
allow us to store food in our pantry in case of an emergency and can also 
be used in recipes. 

This year, we were also blessed to receive a good number of turkeys for 
our Thanksgiving celebration, allowing us to have a wonderful meal.  We 
even had left overs for turkey sandwiches! For Christmas, we would like 
to be able to serve roast beef to our Residents, so we would very much 
appreciate donations of gift cards to local grocery stores for this purpose.   
Please note that if we receive more gift cards than what are needed to 
buy the roast beef, we would use them for other grocery items as needed.
 
Also remember that estate planning is an excellent way to provide for the 
Little Sisters of the Poor even after death. Many people cannot afford to 
donate a lot of money during their lifetime, but leave behind benefits from 
life insurance policies as well as savings accounts, IRA’s and other assets 
that can provide income to the Little Sisters for the care of our Residents. 
There are many possible ways to structure your estate, no matter how 
large or small, so that you can help provide for the elderly poor well into 
the future. We always suggest that you speak to your financial advisor or 
estate attorney to make decisions that are best for you and your fam-
ily. Our legal name is “The Little Sisters of the Poor of Washington, DC, Inc.” 
If possible, please let us know when you have included us in your estate 
planning so that we will be aware of your kindness. 

If you have any questions regarding a donation you’d like to make, please 
contact Kimberly Walhout, our Development Director, at 202-269-1831 
or by email at devwashington@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

St. Jane Frances de Chantal Grade School Collects Personal Care Items for Residents

On October 23, Sr. Pauline headed over to St. Jane Frances de Chantal Grade School in 
Bethesda, MD to pick up a donation of 30 boxes of toiletries for our Residents. The items 
were collected by students from the school. 

Sr. Pauline couldn’t believe her eyes when she walked into the school. “Thirty boxes is a lot 
of stuff!”, she said. The boxes filled the back of the Little Sisters’ van. When the boxes were 
unloaded back here in the Home, Sr. Marguerite, said “We were running low on lotion and 
this delivery came at just the right time.” She was quick to collect the boxes on carts and 
take them upstairs to our storage closet. The items had been carefully sorted by the school 
so they were easy to place on the shelves where they could be located as needed. 

At the Jeanne Jugan Residence, we care for 100 men and women. As one would expect, we 
go through a lot of soap, shampoo, lotion, deodorant, razors, shaving lotion, toothpaste and 
mouthwash. Each year we receive several deliveries of personal care items in collections 
donated by schools and churches. These deliveries often relieve us of the need to purchase 
the items at the store.  This saves us money, but is also a convenience that we very much 
appreciate.

If your school would like to make a donation of personal care items, canned goods, or other 
items, please contact Sr. Pauline Kelly by email at colwashington@littlesistersofthepoor.org 
or by phone at 202-269-1831.

St. Bernadette Student Raises Money For 
Little Sisters' Trip To Rome For Canonization
by Meredith Black

Catholic Standard
Reprinted with Permission

At St. Bernadette School in Silver Spring, eighth grader Angela Warner recently 
gave a special gift to the Little Sisters of the Poor in Washington. She helped 
raise money for the sisters, to help their pilgrimage group attend the 
canonization of their foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, on Oct. 11. Warner 
hosted a tag day for the Little Sisters at her school. St. Bernadette's raised 
hundreds of dollars for the Little Sisters' pilgrimage.

Warner received a flier from the Little Sisters about how they needed 
help to go to their foundress's canonization in Rome. "The Little Sis-
ters do so much for people in need, and I wanted to give back to them 
and help them in some way," Warner said.

The St. Bernadette student said, "I admire a lot of things about the 
sisters, but one thing really stands out to me is how humble they are. 
They do all these great things to help so many people, but they never 
ask for anything in return. I wanted to give them something in return 
not just to go to Rome, but to thank them for all they do to help so 
many people. They reach out to people and change lives."

Accepting the award at a school Mass later, the Little Sisters of the 
Poor thanked the students and asked them for their prayers.

"It is important for the students to recognize that the care for the 
elderly is a mission of the Church," said Cheri Wood, principal of the 
school. The Little Sisters care for the elderly poor. The principal added 
that the sisters' care for the elderly is a "wonderful witness to hospital-
ity, which is the theme for our school year."

Wood said the students will also have a drive later in the year spon-
sored by the student council for supplies that the Little Sisters of the 
Poor might need.

St. Jane Frances de Chantal Grade School Students 
collected 30 boxes like these of personal items for our 
Residents.



I have to tell you that the best part of 
the whole trip for me - besides the 
canonization, of course - was the fare-
well, the welcome home, and SHAR-
ING ALL THE UPS AND DOWNS 
and PLACES IN ROME, as well as 
WITNESSING THE KINDNESS AND 
GOODNESS OF ALL THE PILGRIMS 
THAT I SHARED THE PILGRIMAGE 
WITH!  THE SUPPORT AND LOVE 
I RECEIVED FROM EVERYONE and 
all THE LAUGHS WE SHARED WILL 
BE MY BEST MEMORY AS WELL AS 
MY MEMORIES OF ROME AND THE 
CANONIZATION! Had you not all 
been there - and I know it wasn't so 
easy - it would not have been the same.  
SHARING THE JOY WAS WHAT ALSO 
MADE IT SO SPECIAL WITH THOSE 
WHO WANTED TO SHARE THAT JOY 
WITH US.  Seeing our Residents' joy 
in the celebration of it all also made it 
very special.  And seeing Little Sisters 
I haven't seen since final vows and 
Residents and staff from other Homes 
again was like a big family reunion.  IT 
WAS THE BEST GIFT GOD COULD 
HAVE EVER GIVEN ME and I know I 
did nothing to deserve it.  I feel intense 
joy and gratitude when I think about the 
canonization, the opportunity to go to 
Rome, and the fact that God called me 
to be a Little Sister of the Poor THANK 
YOU JEANNE JUGAN FOR BECOM-
ING A SAINT! "  
        —Sr. Diane

“We must always say: 
‘Blessed be God. 

Thank you, my God. 
Glory be to God.’”

— St. Jeanne Jugan

“To the honor of the holy and undivided Trinity, for the exaltation of the Catholic faith and the growth of Christian life, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, 
and by our own, we determine and define that…Mary of the Cross Jugan (nee Jeanne)…be inscribed in the list of saints declaring (her) worthy to receive veneration throughout the Church.”
                        — FORMULA OF CANONIZATION

The story of the pilgrimage to Rome is best told in the voices of those 
who were blessed to attend in person. The stories on this page are 

just a small sampling of the reflections offered by our pilgrims upon their 
return. The enormity of what has occurred is still sinking in, but one thing 
has become very clear — God has given the elderly an advocate in Heaven 
at the time when they need one the most. 

Thank you and all the Little Sisters of the Poor 
for allowing me to make the trip to Rome. It had 
its ups and downs, but I keep returning to the 
same thoughts:

1) We were there to witness Blessed Jeanne                              
    Jugan becoming Saint Jeanne Jugan, the 
    purpose of our trip; 
2) I was able to experience it with Mom; 
3) We bonded as human beings with smiles 
    and LAUGHTER and shared experience.

Thank you for sharing your faith journey    with 
me during lunch Monday. ...sharing your journey 
with me reminds me of the beauty of God’s call-
ing and the happiness it brings.      
      
 —Paul Schulz, son of Terry, Resident

"I made this pilgrimage because of (a) my love 
and admiration for the Little Sisters of the Poor 
and for the great event of the canonization of 
their foundress, Saint Jeanne Jugan; (b) to ask 
for many spiritual favors; and (c) one that I did 
not contemplate ahead of time – to perform an 
act of penance.  
We had Mass at all four Basilicas in Rome.  The 
Mass at the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the 
Walls was in French, presided by Cardinal J. L. 
Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for 
Inter-religious Dialogue.  Even though I didn’t 
understand a word, it was a moving event to 
be present with Little Sisters and people from 
every country and every Home.  We had a 

beautiful prayer vigil [the night before the Canonization] at the Basilica of Saint Mary Major – all in 
English.  We were with pilgrims from homes in Oceania, London, Dublin, Brooklyn and Chicago.  
The day of the Canonization we made it and were unbelievably close to the outdoor altar.  How-
ever, one more disappointment – the beautiful Mass was inside, due to the pouring rain, which 
happened earlier.  This did not dampen my enthusiasm.The Pope came out at the end of the liturgy 
– the crowd went wild, stood on their seats and shouted fondly in their respective languages.  Even 
though I didn’t see him because the young ones stood on their seats, I was overwhelmed with joy 
when I heard his words along the following lines, “I give my blessing to you and your loved ones at 
home.”  The realization that I was making this pilgrimage for all my loved ones meant a lot to me."   
       —Catherine Reilly, AJJ

"The Home of the Little Sisters in Rome was 
beautiful!  And the Little Sisters so hospitable as 
usual.  That was a real treat.  The whole reason 
for the trip was the canonization and being 
there among all of the people from all over the 
world for the same reason, well, "there are no 
words."   It did mean as much for us as it did 
for all of you.  Sister, it was indeed a trip of a life 
time....  We have many, many good memories of 
our time with all of you in Rome."  
 
   —Althea Bullock, sister of a Little Sister
       and niece of  one of our Residents.

"This trip was a long time dream of my husband and he( a very humble man) was so very 
happy to be in Rome that nothing else really made that much of a difference to him.  In 
each beautiful Basilica, his eyes just lit up.  And he couldn't wait, like all of you, for the day 
of the canonization.  We had center seats just 12 rows back from the steps that lead to 
the church.  He has ALWAYS wanted to be in Rome and to actually step foot in St. Peters 
Square and to lay eyes on the pope etc.....  And that actually happened.  He got to attend 
Mass each day in Rome which was an extra special treat for him.  He attends mass here in 
the United States each day.  He was able to realize his lifetime dream and had a great time 
doing it."

                   —Althea Bullock’s reflections on   
          husband Herb’s trip to Rome

Above:  Sr. Benedict, Superior, 
at the podium during the Mass 
of Thanksgiving in honor of the 
canonization of St. Jeanne Jugan.

Right:  Archbishop Donald 
Wuerl during the Mass of 
Thanksgiving


