
The Jeanne Jugan Residence is a great place to be during the Christmas season 
because inside our walls you can truly experience the joy and meaning of the 
season.  The Little Sisters of the Poor and our 100 Residents were the grateful 
recipients of many kind acts of charity from the community this season.  We 
were blessed to receive donations from over a dozen schools and parishes in 
the month of December alone.  Archbishop Carroll School, just around the cor-
ner from us, donated a van full of canned food at the start of the season.  That 
donation was followed by other large donations of canned food, turkeys and 
hams, and quite a few large gifts of personal care items by various schools and 
parish sodalities in Maryland and DC, including The Heights School in Potomac, 
DeMatha Catholic High School in Hyattsville, St. Pius X in Bowie,  St. Catherine 
Labouré in Wheaton, Our Lady of Lourdes in Bethesda, Holy Redeemer in 
College Park, St. Mary’s School in Rockville, the Cardinal Hickey Academy, in 
Owings, St. Vincent Palloti High School in Wheaton, St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
in Bethesda, Stoneridge Academy in Bethesda, St. Mary’s Piscataway parish, St. 
Mathias in Lanham, Holy Trinity DC,  St. John the Evangelist in Silver Spring, St. 
Francis Assisi in Derwood and maybe more after the deadline for this newslet-
ter had passed.  

We also received donations of food and individually wrapped gifts from special 
friends who helped us to make every day leading up to Christmas a special one 
for our Residents.  In the week leading up to the holiday, the Little Sisters took 
the time to visit with each of the Residents individually and distribute gifts to 
each one. 

Many of us commented that the generous donations were especially heart-
warming this year given the economy and the knowledge that many families and 
businesses were cutting back on spending.  In the end, we saw a different side to 
the economy than what we expected because many families actually increased their 
annual donations according to their ability to make sure that the elderly, who cannot 
change their circumstances, would have a beautiful Christmas and plenty to eat. 

Sr. Pauline (pictured here) commented that her phone rang “off the hook” over the 
holidays with people who were eager to do something for the Little Sisters.  She be-
lieves that many people wanted to feel good about something instead of focusing on 
bad news and that by helping the elderly, they were making better use of their time 
and efforts than to spend the season “as usual.”   “It was beautiful, “ said Sr. Pauline.  
“People were calling and almost pleading with me to think of something that they could 
do for us -- something that would make a difference to the elderly.”   

Among the donations received this season were an abundance of poinsettias for 
our Christmas chapel.  Behnke’s Florist and Johnson’s Flowers both donated plants.  
Then, one of our good friends and benefactors dropped by with six large poinsettias 
in baskets.  We combined some of the poinsettias with our lighted Christmas trees 
and creche, and placed others around the altar so that when our Residents entered 
the chapel on Christmas eve you could almost “hear” the silence as everyone took 
in the beauty before them.

We thank everyone who helped to make our Christmas holiday extra special and we 
pray that God blesses you abundantly in the New Year!
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Locals Provide for the Elderly at ChristmasAs Little Sisters 
of the Poor we 
care for the needy 
elderly in the spirit 
of humble service 
that we have 
received from 
Jeanne Jugan.  
We welcome the 
elderly as we 
would Jesus Christ 
himself and serve 
them with love and 
respect until death.

Dear Friends,

Please allow me to wish all of you a very happy and blessed New Year.   I pray that you will enjoy good health and prosperity 
in 2010.  Although it has not been my custom to send a special message in our newsletters, I feel compelled to share my gratitude 
and love for you all as we begin this new year. 

The year 2009 was filled with extraordinary gifts, most especially the recognition of our Mother Foundress, Jeanne Jugan, as a 
Saint.  However, it was also a time of concern and hardship for many.  I don’t believe that we are exaggerating when we speak of 
the dire state of our economy, both in Washington, DC and around the country.  Although Washington tends to fare better than 
other cities in bad economic times, we are keenly aware of the poverty surrounding us.

With 100 elderly men and women in our care, the Little Sisters could have suffered many sleepless nights in recent months 
worrying how we would find the means to provide proper nutrition, medical care and a comfortable home for them.  Instead, 
the Little Sisters rejoice in the way that God has cared for us through the many acts of kindness and generosity coming from our 
friends in the community.  Indeed, we are overwhelmed at what we have witnessed this year and we sincerely thank you for serv-
ing as an instrument of God’s Providence.

As we face a new year, we may also face new challenges.  Our aging building is in need of some major repairs in order to maintain 
a safe and comfortable home for the men and women who live here.  We have contracted for an evaluation of our building to identify 
and prioritize repairs that need to be made over the next five years and possibly beyond.  We know even before reading the evalua-
tion that we desperately need to replace many sections of pipe that are hidden inside our walls and between floors.  In 2009 we had 
several pipe bursts leading to the realization that we can no longer put plumbing repairs on the back burner.  

Leakage around the window frames was another problem that we dealt with several times in 2009.  We know that our 
mortar is in need of repair to prevent water leakage around windows. Upon repair of the mortar, we also plan to replace our 
old windows with more energy efficient ones that will save energy dollars and help to keep our elderly Residents warm and 
comfortable.   

Additionally, we will be looking at our heating and air conditioning systems to determine how best to upgrade them with 
more energy efficient models.  Again, this repair is not only being reviewed in the interest of energy efficiency, but also to ensure 
the comfort of the elderly for whom temperature changes can cause discomfort and decreased mobility.  

We know that once the evaluation is delivered for our review, we will be looking at several million dollars or more in repairs.  
This is where we hope we can count on your help.

 Our primary responsibility is the care and comfort of the 100 men and women in the Jeanne Jugan Residence.  As we proceed 
with our building renovations, we know that we will only be able to proceed as far as our finances will allow without affecting our 
Residents.  This means that the expense of renovations will be an additional expense beyond our regular budget.  It will reassure 
us tremendously if we know that we can continue to count on you.

As we move into 2010, please know that you remain in our daily prayers.  St. Jeanne Jugan is well aware of your devotion to 
her elderly and she is no doubt pleased with what she has seen this year — the year of her canonization!  

We cannot thank you enough for all you do to help us in our mission to serve the elderly.  We all love you dearly.  God bless 
you and your families.

In Christ’s Peace,

Sr. Benedict, l.s.p.
Superior

“God will help us; the work is his.”
     —St. Jeanne Jugan

Please consider including the Little Sisters of the Poor in your estate planning.  As always, we highly suggest 
discussing your plans with an estate attorney or financial advisor.  Our legal name is “Little Sisters of the 
Poor of Washington, DC, Inc.”  If you do include us in your estate plan, please let us know so that we may 
be aware of your kindness.

If you have any questions regarding a donation you’d like to make, please contact Kimberly Walhout, our 
Development Director, at 202-269-1831 or by email at devwashington@littlesistersofthepoor.org. www.littlesistersofthepoor.org



In October we were blessed to welcome four new postulants, one of the formal steps to 
becoming a Little Sister of the Poor.  The postulants will be with us here in the Jeanne Jugan 
Residence until March when they will move to the Novitiate in Queens Village, New York for 
the next phase of their formation.   During their time with us, they will become more closely 
acquainted with the daily life of the Little Sisters as they are introduced to our spirituality 
and enjoy precious time with the elderly.  This is an exciting time for these young women.  
Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their journey.

We cannot adequately thank the local parishes, schools, business and individuals for the 
many kind gifts that were donated this past Christmas season and throughout the year. 
Whether the gifts were financial or material, or the donation of time and talent, our Resi-
dents were the grateful recipients. Our shelves are fully stocked for a while with personal 
care items and each of our Residents received a personal Christmas gift in addition to other 
items that benefit everyone in the home.  

The Jeanne Jugan Residence owes its existence to God’s Providence and the local 
community through which our needs are met.   Each person has a gift or a talent 
that can benefit our Residents and our mission. Some have the ability to donate 
to our financial needs, where others may donate material goods or their time and 
friendship.  Everyone may assist us through prayer, especially offering their petitions 
to our new Saint, Jeanne Jugan who always assures the welfare and happiness of our 
elderly Residents.

As we move forward into the New Year, we invite you to consider the various ways 
in which you can be a part of what we do here in the Jeanne Jugan Residence. Mass is 
celebrated in our chapel each day at 11:00 and we invite you to join us if you’re in the 
area. 

If you would like to volunteer, but you don’t quite know how, please contact our 
new Volunteer Coordinator, Elise Maloney by phone at 202-269-1831 or by email at 
volwashington@littlesistersofthepoor.org. 

Elise works closely with Sr. 
Camille and Colleen Kemp 
to coordinate volunteer ac-
tivities. We gratefully thank 
you for your participation 
in our mission. Please be 
assured of our prayers for 
you and your intentions.

A Look BAck At 2009 In the JeAnne JugAn ResIdence

We had a lot of fun at the Jeanne Jugan Residence in 2009!  The year had barely begun when it was announced in 
February that Jeanne Jugan would be canonized on October 11. The historical announcement set a celebratory tone 
in the Home and from that time forward, the anticipation grew steadily until the big day arrived. 

In January we were very blessed to bring on board our new Activities Director, Colleen Kemp, who along with 
Activities Assistant, Carolyn Hobbs, strives to come up with a monthly calendar chock-full of fun activities for each 
day. There are regular games of Bingo, sing alongs, and creative arts and crafts projects. Colleen and Carolyn really 
love what they do and the Residents enjoy their efforts too!  Some of the new activities this year included “Outing 
In” where Residents were treated to Chinese food in the French Cafe and our Cooking Group, where Colleen, 
Carolyn and our Residents cook up delicious seasonal treats. There was also a visit to a butterfly garden and 
another to a waterfront park. In the fall, we purchased a crock pot and bread maker with money that was donated 
by local Girl Scouts. Some of the tasty treats our Residents have cooked up so far are Crock Pot Pumpkin Pie, 
Christmas Cheesy Potato Soup, and Panettone bread. Our Residents are enjoying the fun new activities that help 
to make each day more interesting and delicious.  Nobody seems to mind the smell of cinnamon or fresh bread 
baking either!

Colleen sometimes brings her two daughters, Rosie and Avery, to visit with the Residents. Both of the girls have 
made a lot of friends, especially when they bring along their rabbit, Madeleine. During the Christmas season, the 
children helped our Residents make sparkly ornaments out of popsicle sticks and jewels to place on our big 
Christmas tree in the auditorium. Children bring youth and vitality to the Home and our Residents really enjoy 
being around them. 

We are also blessed to welcome the participation of students from Catholic University who join us for various 
events throughout the year. One of the bigger events is our annual Fall Ball. The students join us in the auditorium 
for an evening of dancing and talking with the Residents. The dance is always very popular with the Residents and 
the students. 

The Little Sisters never waste an opportunity to have a celebration and in 2009 we had plenty of them. Nearly 
every holiday is an opportunity to get together and have root beer floats 
or fresh fruit smoothies, freshly baked cookies and other treats. We also 
make good use of our French Cafe, a warm and inviting location in the 
home that was made possible by two very good friends and benefactors, 
J.D. & Genevieve Murphy, in honor of their parents.  The Residents can 

spend time daily in the Café having coffee and treats, 
chatting or playing games. 

The big event of the year was October 11 as Jeanne Jugan 
was declared a Saint in a special ceremony in Rome. The 
knowledge that their loving advocate is now in Heaven 
is a special comfort to our Residents. The canonization 
celebration continued with a Mass of Thanksgiving on 
October 25, St. Jeanne Jugan’s birthday, at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. A 
video of the Mass is still available at:
http://www.catholictv.com/videos/videos.aspx?videoID=75. 

“Be kind, especially with the infirm. Love them well ... Oh yes! Be  kind. It is a great grace God 
is giving you. In serving the aged, it is he himself whom you are serving.”
           —St. Jeanne Jugan


