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For the third time in as many weeks, our bells — 
weighing in at 200 pounds and 150 pounds — were 
set a-ringing! This time they rang out rich, musical 
tones to announce the arrival of our new mother 
superior, Mother Mary Michael. As she emerged 
from the blue van that brought her home, spontaneous 
applause broke out among the many members of our 
“little family” who had gathered at the front door to 
welcome her. “She’s so young,” exclaimed several 
Residents, as Richard Thomas stepped forward 
to present Mother Mary Michael with a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers. Mother then spent time greeting 
each person.

Mother Mary Michael arrived in Washington, D.C. 
on May 21 from Saints Mary and Joseph Home for 

the Aged in Cleveland, Ohio. 
She is a native of Louisville, 
Kentucky and was recently 
home to visit her family 
and to watch the Kentucky 
Derby. Rt. Rev. Archimandrite 
Joseph Lee and Msgr. Patrick 
Dempsey were concelebrants 
at the Mass of the Holy Spirit 
for the intentions of Mother 
Mary Michael on May 22. 
“May the Holy Spirit come 

upon you, Mother, as he did upon Mary, and through 
this great gift of hospitality…  a gift to all of us here, 
make this a wonderful home of generosity,” said 
Abbot Joseph during this special celebration. 

SAVE THE DATE
Sr. Jeanne’s  
60th Jubilee

Summer 
Sweepstakes 
July 16 – August 27 
 
Feast of Saint 
Jeanne Jugan 
August 30 

“Welcome, 
with great 
joy, to our 

home and to 
Washington, 

D.C.!” 
- Abbot  

Joseph Lee

Nita Mullins holding Silas, one of our therapeutic dogs,  meets Mother 
Mary Michael for the very first time, as those who gathered ‘watch and 
wait’ to introduce themselves.

William Cardinal Baum blesses Mother Mary Michael upon her arrival at our home.

Most Recent Washingtonian is a Little Sister 
Welcome, Mother Mary Michael

Continued on page 3
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Aimee Dominick, President of  
A. Dominick Events and a Tea & Tulip 
founding member, again, generously 
donated event planning. Brian Bonita of 
Floral Events created original moss-covered 
“handbag” centerpiece flower arrangements. 
Lively bidding among the attendees ensured 
that all the flower arrangements sold to benefit 
the Little Sisters. The Sisters were given 
several of these original floral arrangements 
by their “girl-friends” at the tea to take home 
and share with the Residents and Little 
Sisters who could not attend. Also, special 
packages of all the tasty tea sandwiches and 
desserts are always prepared by the club 
personnel for “takeout!” back to the home. 
We know the Sisters and the Residents enjoy 
these special tea-treats.

Plans are underway for next year’s 8th 
Annual Tea & Tulips in April at Columbia 
Country Club, Chevy Chase, Maryland. 
Are you interested in being on the mailing 
list or getting involved in the event? If so, 
please call our director of development, 
Heather Cave, at 202-269-1831, or email  
devwashington@littlesistersofthepoor.org.        

BY: GENEVIEVE MURPHY, 
       COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON

More than 250 ladies gathered on April 
22, 2012 for the 7th Annual Tea & Tulips 
“Friend-Raiser” in honor of the Little Sisters 
of the Poor and the needy elderly. Seven 
Little Sisters attended the event and one of 
them spoke about St. Jeanne Jugan and the 
simple beginnings of the congregation. As 
she spoke, a stream of beautiful photographs 
from the D.C. home and from past Tea & 
Tulip events was projected behind her on a 
large screen. 

Each year, the Tea & Tulips Committee 
creates fabulous baskets — containing 
everything from fine wine, plush pashminas, 
and custom necklaces, to designer clothing, 
and even garden sets with flower-filled 
planters — to raffle during the tea. The 
committee and some dear friends of the Little 
Sisters presented 18 different themed baskets 
this year to help raise more than $24,000 for 
the home. 

A “Tea”licious 
Event

Sweepstakes Raises
Funds for Fuel

The Tea & Tulips Awareness Committee gathers for a photo with Mother Benedict and two young volunteers. 
Back Row: Aimee Dominick, Mary Beth Donnelly, Cathie Lively, Susan Gorman, Patti Farrell, Genevieve Murphy, 
Alice McDonnell and volunteers Caroline Marcus and Maria Gomez Bustillo. Front Row: Nancy Itteilag Donnelly 
and Mother Benedict. Not pictured: Ellen Cullen and Suzie Squier

Our Spring Sweepstakes raised 
$87,470, nearly one fourth of the 
money needed for our annual Fuel 
Fund. “Such a blessing,” said Sr. 
Celestine “these dollars will really 
help to defray the extremely high 
fuel prices we must pay to light, cool 
and heat our home and to keep our 
Residents safe and comfortable.” 

Our helpers offer steadying hands and 
words of encouragement to “go to 
the very bottom,” as Robin sportingly 
selects the first-prize winner on May 
16. Though several tickets clung to her 
sleeve, only one was grasped firmly 
between her fingers - the winning 
ticket of the Denning Family!

Our foundress, Saint Jeanne Jugan 
often exclaimed in gratitude, “Our 
benefactors – where would we be 

without them?” The same sentiment  
fills our hearts today as we thank God 
for the goodness of so many people 

who support our mission.

Spring 2012 Sweepstakes Winners
1st Prize – $2,500.00 – The Denning Family

2nd Prize – $1,000.00 – Mr. and Mrs. Noel Belt

3rd Prize – $ 500.00 – Olga Frank

4th Prize – $250.00 – Jessie Maselka



Joyce Miles, an 18-year veteran of our home and 
activities assistant, is the recipient of this years’ Jeanne 
Jugan Award for “best living out the spirit of our Mother 
Foundress as an employee of our home.” 

“You can see that Joyce has great passion for her 
job,” says co-worker Theda Thompson who is among 
the people who are proud of Joyce’s accomplishment. 
“She’s been here so long that she knows the needs of 
each Resident and how best to find ways to make them 
happy and to help plan the daily programs to enrich their 
lives,” adds Sr. Jeanne Véronique. 

Each year the employees of our home are invited to 
contemplate the virtues and vision of Jeanne Jugan and 
to nominate a co-worker whom they feel contributes 
to living her spirit. Several weeks later, the employees 
and all the Little Sisters gather near the statue of Jeanne 
Jugan and Mother proclaims the recipient of the honor. 

“Our employees are an extension of our heart and 
hands,” said Mother Benedict when reflecting on the 
essential mission with which employees are entrusted. 

Joyce’s passion for helping others includes 
participating in the Evangelist Ministry of Saint John the 
Baptist Church. A native Washingtonian, Joyce attended 
University of Maryland. She lives in Upper Marlboro 
with her husband Tommie and son Tommie Miles II, 
where she trail rides and tends her garden.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Later that day, the Residents and 

employees presented a multi-cultural 
welcome program, complete with 
George and Martha Washington. 
Debbie Straight introduced facts about 
our Nation’s Capital — it covers 68 
square miles, was founded in 1791, 
and the people who live here are 
“Washingtonians.” Carl Bergquist and 
Joyce Miles offered a salute to Mother 
on behalf of all the Residents and 
staff. Daisy Alzate and Cora DiNapoli 
joyfully demonstrated the traditional 
dance of the Philippines, Tinikling. 
Under the watchful eye of Sr. Christian, 
Sr. Ophelia and Sr. Jeanne Veronique 
lent an assist by tapping bamboo poles 
on the ground in coordination with 
the dancers who stepped over and in 
between the poles. 

“Thank you for the warm welcome 
into your little family here at the 
Jeanne Jugan Residence,” said Mother 
Mary Michael. “It was just fabulous 
and I know we will all work and grow 
together as a family in the spirit of 
Jeanne Jugan.” Mother certainly will be 
busy getting to know our 100 Residents 
who — reflective of the Washington, 
D.C. area — hail from 16 countries 

including the USA, and collectively 
speak 13 languages. “I have just one 
small request,” said Mother, “please, be 
patient with me, and offer me directions 
if I get lost in this vast home.” 

Our gatherings 
at the front door 
and ringing of 
the bells are a 
tradition at our 
home, reflecting 
each important 
happening. In 
fact, just a week 
ago, Residents 
and staff gathered 
at the front door, 
offered up their 
prayers, and waved 
goodbye to Mother 
Benedict as the 
bells tolled her 

departure after six years as our Superior. 
Mother Benedict goes to our home in 
Newark, Delaware, where she will assist 
Mother Joseph Caroline. Godspeed 
Sisters!

For additional details about the 
comings and goings here at our 
home, read our Sisters’ Blog at www.
littlesistersofthepoorwashingtondc.org

Jeanne Jugan Award
Joyce Miles, 
Activities Assistant

President and Mrs. George Washington, 
otherwise known as Richard Thomas and 
Mary Schuler, present to Mother Mary Michael 
the key “to our hearts and home.”

Ada Spriggs, one of our Residents, greets 
Mother and welcomes her to our home.

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE

Most Recent Washingtonian, cont.

“It was just 
fabulous 

and I know 
we will 
all work 

and grow 
together as 
a family in 
the spirit 
of Jeanne 

Jugan.”
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Our Needs

Upcoming Events

“It is just so wonderful to see what 
support from our benefactors is helping 
to accomplish,” said our newest begging 
sister, Sr. Jeanne Véronique. In just the 
last year, donations helped to provide 
everything from nutritious meals and 
enriching activities for our Residents 
to much needed repairs like elevator 
upgrades, a new ramp and handrail at the 
entrance to St. Josephs’ Villa, and new 
automatic glass doors at the front entrance 
to the Jeanne Jugan Residence.

Thank you, thank you, thank you  
for helping us help others!

Sr. Jeanne Celebrates 60 Years of Vows 
Sr. Jeanne du St. Espirit, a native of Long Island, 
made her first vows June 24, 1952 and has assisted 
the elderly in various cities throughout the United 
States. She spent 26 years in Oregon before coming 
to Washington, D.C. Sr. Jeanne is a joy  
to all she serves. We look forward to sharing this  
very special occasion with a Mass. 

Summer Sweepstakes 
July 16 - August 27
Watch for your Summer Sweepstakes tickets due in 
mailboxes this July! The Summer Sweepstakes runs 
July 16 through August 27. The drawing will take 
place on August 29. All money raised through this 
drawing will go to the Fuel Fund of the Little Sisters 
of the Poor. 

Join Us for Our Mother Foundress’ 
Feast Day 
August 30
Although St. Jeanne Jugan lived in poverty and 
humility, Little  Sisters of the Poor around the world 
celebrate her in a big way on hear feast day, August 
30. Our “little family” marks the day with a solemn 
Mass, which incorporates prayer, song and readings. 
“Look upon the poor with compassion, and Jesus 
will look kindly upon you on your last day,” she said. 
St. Jeanne Jugan lived according to that principle, 
serving the elderly with gentleness and humility of 
heart while peacefully accepting a life of poverty and 
obscurity until her death.

What a wonderful hearty welcome I 
received upon my arrival at our home here 
in Washington, D.C. To see the smiling 
faces of all those gathered at the front 
door in greeting — even Cardinal Baum 
was there with his blessing — moved me 
to tears. I am blessed to be here with our 
Residents, Little Sisters, employees, and 
volunteers in this wonderful community 
and look forward to getting to know each 
member of our “little family” as we grow 
together in the spirit of Jeanne Jugan! 

We are all eager for the warmth of 
summer, and the happiness and joy this 
season brings for our Residents, Sisters 
and staff, and the many celebrations, 
which include everything from 
Father’s Day, Independence Day, and 
Grandparents Day to the 60th Jubilee of 
religious profession of Sr. Jeanne and 
the feast of our Mother Foundress, Saint 
Jeanne Jugan.

As we look to the future, we are 
committed to caring for Washington’s 
needy elderly for many years to come. To 
continue our mission, we must tend to our 
aging building even though repairs are 
costly and fuel expenses high. The words 
of our Mother Foundress, Saint Jeanne 
Jugan, sustain our confidence in Divine 
Providence: “Give, give us this house, 
if God fills it with the poor, God will not 
abandon it.” 

It is with the continuous support from 
our friends and benefactors that we have 
been able to care for the elderly poor in 
the nation’s capital for more than 141 
years! The Sisters and Residents thank 
you and entrust to prayer your intentions, 
may God bless you and your loved ones. 

A Simple Note 
By: Mother Mary Michael

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorwashingtondc.org

Jeanne Jugan died at the motherhouse of the 
Congregation in France on August 29, 1879. 
She was canonized on October 11, 2009 by 
Pope Benedict XVI.

A circle of joyful helpers — Jane, Mary, Irene, 
Maria and Robin — cut and fold approximately 
17,500 tickets for each of our sweepstakes 

WISH LIST OF ITEMS FOR  
OUR RESIDENTS

 � Body Wash 
 � Coffee
 � Dish Soap
 � Dove Soap
 � Laundry Soap (ex: Tide)
 � Lotion (Lubriderm and Eucerin are favorites)
 � Mouth Wash
 � Paper Plates and Cups

 � Tissues (Kleenex)
 � Funds, Gift Cards or Tickets for Residents to: 

 - Shop – CVS, Giant, Target, Wal Mart,  
       Department Stores 
 - Dine Out- Local Restaurants like  
      Olive Garden and McDonalds 
 - Attend Events – Theater, Musicals, 
   Concerts, and Ball Games


