
Participants – employees and volunteers – in our International Day Fashion Show gather for a photo after walking the runway (top). Marty lends a hand, 
helping Paul prepare the HVAC’s cooling tower for summer’s anticipatied high temps and humidity (left). During our first Valentine’s Day Dance with the 
Residents and young adults from around the archdiocese, a large number of young professionals and a few college students joined us for dancing (right).
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There is a new face in the House, Marty 
Kelly. As a volunteer, Marty began “helping 
out” at our home last fall – his first task, power-
washing the patio – and he’s been coming in 
three times a week ever since. Marty logged an 
impressive 390 hours in his first six months! 
“I come in and help when I 
have free time,” Marty said, 
“and I keep coming back 
because everyone is so nice – 
the Sisters, the Staff and the 
Residents.”

As a long-time donor to our 
Home, he first met the Little 
Sisters during their visits to his 
parish. When he retired from the government 
Marty called Sr. Margaret, our volunteer 
coordinator, to see if there were opportunities 
for him to volunteer. “I’m very blessed,” he 
said during our interview, “and want to give 
back. I watch the Sisters, and how they help the 

elderly, and I just want to help them do what 
they do.”

Marty now spends the bulk of his volunteer 
shifts from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. supporting the 
maintenance team by doing ‘whatever is 
needed.’ Most recently he changed-out some 

shower heads, and helped 
ready the HVAC systems’ 
cooling tower for summer 
by draining water, greasing 
wheels, and replacing belts. 
He’s also assisting Sister 
Alphonse, our Administrator, 
develop procedures for things 
like Legionella Prevention. 

“If I wasn’t volunteering here, I would have 
figured out something else, but I get a lot of 
satisfaction volunteering here and feel like I’m 
doing something important. The fact that I can 
walk by the chapel and that everyone is kind 
makes coming in enjoyable.”
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“I’m very blessed,” he said 
during our interview, “and 
want to give back. I watch 
the Sisters, and how they 
help the elderly, and I just 

want to help them do what 
they do.”

Thank you for helping us help others!

Continued on Page 5



Our annual Tea & Tulips friend-raising 
event April 7 was a huge success. The 
event, held at Columbia Country Club 
sold out early netting a record-breaking 
$ 37,100, and attracting new friends and 
volunteers for the Little Sisters. All of the 
funds raised support our mission to care 
for the elderly poor.

Barbara Harrison, Anchor, NBC4 
News, serving as the event’s Mistress of 
Ceremonies introduced the Little Sisters 
and spoke about our history and mission 
to care for this city’s needy aged. “One 
of the greatest gifts that the Little Sisters 
give is companionship at the bedside of 
every dying Resident,” said Barbara, “A 
beautiful vigil is kept to ensure no one is 
ever alone as they move from this life to 
the next.” 

Nearly 300 women enjoyed the 
afternoon steeped in the Tea’s 14-year 
traditions, which include a delicious 
buffet, an exciting raffle, and engaging 
conversation with friends while sipping 
wine and juice. 

This year the organizing committee 
and some dear friends of the Little Sisters 
generously donated 18 different themed 

baskets, including fine wines and dining; 
designer clothing; jewelry; a luxury 
handbag; a Margarita Machine with all 
the fixings; Elizabeth Arden spa day and 
products; and, an Apple Watch.

Nancy Armstrong, co-president of the 
Mother of Grace Sodality at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish presented a $1,500 check 
– proceeds from their very successful 
Winter Bazaar – to Sister Constance 
during the tea. “These ladies want to 
recognize the wonderful care given to 
their retired Pastor, Msgr. Duffy, who 
lived his golden years with the Sisters,” 
said Awareness Committee Chairperson 
Genevieve Murphy.

“Every year I look forward to this 
event,” said Sr. Constance, “it’s such a 
great afternoon celebrating the friendship 
of these wonderful women who support 
our mission. Many of them volunteer in 
our home on a regular basis, enriching the 
lives of our Residents with fun activities 
and personal attention.” In fact, the 
Mother of Grace Sodality serves Residents 
two Sundays a month, calling Bingo, and 
helping with other activities throughout 
the year. 

The Little Sisters are blessed to have 
such wonderful friends to help them 
provide a safe and comfortable home, 
quality healthcare and nutritious meals, 
and enriching activities to one of society’s 
most vulnerable groups, the aged poor. 

A special thank you to our dear friends 
who helped to make this year’s Tea a huge 
success. 

Tea & Tulips Awareness Committee: 
Ellen Conley, Ellen Cullen, Mary Beth 
Donnelly, Aimee Dominick, Patti Farrell, 
Susan Gorman, Nancy Itteilag Donnelly, 
Genevieve Murphy and Suzie Squier

Friends: A. Dominick Events, Brian 
Bonita Custom Floral, Joanne Guiniven, 
Mary Beth Wood Designs, Darcy 
Jennings, Allison Donnelly and La Croix, 
Polly Sturm and Etcetera Fashion, Alyssa 
Crilley (In Remembrance of Jennifer 
Duffy, a Founding Member of Tea & 
Tulips), Jill McNamara and Mostly 
Monogram, the Marcus Family (Monique, 
Julie and Caroline) and the Murphy Sisters 
(Cheryl, Rosemary and Terri).

Join us for our 15th Annual Tea & Tulips 
April 5, 2020! To receive an invitation 
call Crista Laxamana 202-269-1831.

Steeped in 14-Year Tradition...
Tea & Tulips Raises Friends and Funds

Left: Sr. Constance and Barbara Harrison pause to snap a photo with one of our lovely guests.  Center: The Tea & Tulips Awareness Committee gathers for a photo with 
the Sisters. Seated: “tiny tulip” Evvie Dominick, Genevieve Murphy, Suzie Squier, Sr. Jeanne Veronique, Mother Mary Michael, Susan Gorman, and Mary Beth Donnelly. 
Standing: Nancy Itteilag Donnelly, Patti Farrell, Sr. Constance, Heather Cave, Sr. Alphonse, Ellen Cullen, Sr. Mary Pauline, Aimee Dominick, and Ellen Conley.   
Right:  Nancy Armstrong presents a $1,500 check from the Mother of Grace Sodality to Sister Constance.

LSP Community News
Late last year we welcomed our new Chaplain, Father Philip Simo. Father Philip comes to us 

from Providence Hospital – which began shutting down in December – and attends to all of our 
Residents.

Father Philip associates with the Residents daily during all their activities, offering counseling and 
spiritual direction (whether they are Catholic or not), and celebrating daily Mass. He also ministers 
all the Roman Catholic Sacraments including Eucharist, Anointing of the Sick and Reconciliation.

Father has known the Little Sisters for many years as he regularly visited his mother, Marian 
Christoffers, a long-time Resident in our home until her passing in 2018. “We welcome him with 
great joy to our home and are blessed to have him here as part of our family,” said Mother Mary 
Michael.
With head bowed and hands outstretched, Father Philip blesses the hands of Toni, our day-time receptionist. On 
February 11, he gathered staff for our first ever Blessing of the Hands, a tradition practiced at hospitals around the world. 
“Strengthen our hearts to work together to help and comfort others in your name,” prayed Father.



Miriam visits with a volunteer during our Valentine’s Day Dance in February. 

Miriam Mitchell was a Resident of 
Jeanne Jugan Residence in Washington, 
D.C. for nearly twenty years. A 
lay Carmelite, she came to us from 
Flemington, New Jersey. She recently 
left us for the Father’s House. After her 
passing something unexpected happened 
in the Home.

For as long as anyone can remember, 
whenever Miriam was asked, “how are 
you?” she would respond with three 
words: peaceful, joyful and grateful. 
It was her trademark response and 
something many of us more or less took 
for granted. But in the days following her 
death, her three words started appearing 

in unexpected places around the Home. 
Someone made a small poster bearing 
these words and a number of her fellow 
Residents hung it in their rooms, as well 
as on the bulletin boards outside their 
common areas. Staff members hung it 
over their desks and volunteers took it 
home with them.

Everyone in our Home who knew her 
seems to be talking about Miriam’s three 
words. She made a lasting impression 
on us not because she repeated them 
so often, but because she lived them. 
Like a program of life... they were HER 
LIFE. Let’s start a movement -- to live 
peacefully, joyfully and gratefully!

Vocation Prayer to
 St. Jeanne Jugan 

Lord Jesus, we praise and thank you 
for the life and vocation of St. Jeanne 
Jugan. From an early age she knew that 
you wanted her for yourself, and she 
allowed herself to be formed in your 
image, gentle and humble of heart. 
In the school of St. John Eudes she 
learned to make her life a continuation 
of yours in prayer and charity. At the 
appointed time you revealed yourself 
to her in the person of an elderly 
woman in need. Jeanne responded to 
your divine invitation and gave herself 
totally to you in the service of the aged 
poor. Helped by the Brothers of St. 
John of God, she adopted the vow of 
hospitality and the practice of begging 
on behalf of the poor.
We turn to you, Good Shepherd and 
Lord of the Harvest: Through the 
intercession of St. Jeanne Jugan, give 
to your Church holy priests like St. 
John Eudes and fervent religious like 
St. John of God, who will give their 
lives for your glory and the salvation 
of souls. Inspire many young women 
to follow in the footsteps of St. Jeanne 
Jugan, living the Beatitudes in humility 
and simplicity of heart, in the joy of 
hospitality to the elderly.
We make this prayer through the 
intercession of Mary, your Mother and 
ours, and of St. Joseph, patron of the 
Universal Church. Amen.
 
“What happiness for us, to be a Little 

Sister of the Poor!”
– Saint Jeanne Jugan.

Instruments of God’s Love
Peacefully, Joyfully, Gratefully

We celebrated National Nursing Home Week May 12 - 18 
by gearing treats and activities – like a Soul Food Tasting, a 
Soulful Music Showcase, and an International Day Fashion 
Show and Feast prepared and served by employees and Sisters 
to our Residents – to this year’s theme to Live Soulfully.

Residents Robin (on left) and Mary join employees and volunteers (front cover, 
top) in walking the runway during our International Fashion Show. Sr. Jeanne 
Veronique accompanies Mary (on right) on her stroll across the stage.

Living Soulfully
National Nursing Home Week



For six decades, Dolores Wilson was 
a dynamic advocate for people with 
disabilities in Washington, a pioneer 
in providing housing and other vital 
services to meet their special needs. 
Now Dolores, 84, has found a retirement 
that fulfills her own personal needs, 
becoming a Resident at St. Joseph’s 
Villa, our independent living apartments, 
last June.

She comes to us from Bethlehem 
House, a Christian home for adults 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. She founded the facility in 
Washington and served for 32 years as 
the live-in director. Under her guidance, 
the successful program opened a second 
home in Maryland in 2004.

Dolores, who holds a Master’s 
degree in special education, was also 
a founding staff member, educator and 
administrator for 22 years with the Lt. 
Joseph P. Kennedy Institute, a school 
for children and young adults with 
disabilities. She served as the school’s 
principal for 12 years until Cardinal 
James Hickey presented her with a new 
challenge, inviting her to open an Office 
for Persons with Disabilities for the 
archdiocese of Washington.

She accepted the role, launching the 
program and serving as director for 
another 22 years. It was while working 

for the archdiocese that Dolores opened 
Bethlehem House. She held the dual 
ministries for many years.

“She is an extraordinary woman!” said 
Rachel Chung, Disabilities Coordinator 
for the archdiocese of Washington, 
Department of Special Needs Ministries. 
“We have to thank Dolores for paving the 
way for us in creating a more inclusive 
church.”

Dolores said she was inspired to work 
with adults with disabilities after meeting 
with many distraught parents of students 
at the Kennedy Institute. “I saw a lot of 
tears and heard parents asking ‘who will 
take care of my child when I die?’ ”

Now that she’s retired, Dolores, not 
surprisingly, has not slowed down much.

She has quickly become a very active 
member of our community at the Jeanne 
Jugan Residence, helping out in the 
dining room four or five days a week 
and in the gift shop two days a week.

Once a month she also travels to the 
archdiocese’s pastoral center to run a 
Faith and Light Program, helping those 
with intellectual disabilities and their 
friends and families by meeting together 
for prayer, celebration, and sharing.

Dolores acknowledges that when she 
moved into St. Joseph’s Villa she missed 
her personal interactions with her friends 
at Bethlehem House who are like her 

family. Now, although she continues to 
miss her friends, she’s pleased to be an 
integral part of the daily routine around 
our Home. “Now I’m busy,” she said of 
her volunteer activities. “It helps me.”

She also finds contentment in the 
serene spirituality that pervades our 
community.

“I love the quiet peacefulness of 
this building, I’ve never heard a voice 
raised,” said Dolores. “I love the Mass 
in the morning that I missed when I was 
working, the liturgies are beautiful. I 
have nothing but positive things to say 
about the people here.”

And she’s also discovered an 
unexpected and welcome link to her 
years at the Kennedy Institute. Cleveland 
Zollicoffer, a long-time volunteer at our 
Home, was among Dolores’s students. 
“She is my friend and was my teacher 
for twelve years. I still can’t believe she 
is here at the Jeanne Jugan Residence,” 
he said. “I visit with her often, she is so 
amazing.”

Cindy Finelli, director of admissions at 
the Jeanne Jugan Home, said of Dolores, 
“It is our mission to give the aged poor 
members of our community a place to 
feel respected, secure, comfortable and 
happy. It’s what they deserve, and what 
Dolores deserves after giving so much 
of herself.”

A Life Well Lived
In Step with Dolores Wilson, Resident

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

Dolores and Maude share a moment of levity during our International Day 
luncheon held in May. She never hesiitates to stop and spend time with the 
other Residents.  

Volunteer Cleveland Zollicoffer shares a happy moment with his former teacher 
Dolores.



Monsignor Joseph Ranieri, who has 
blessed our Home through his priestly 
duties and as a joyous and compassionate 
friend, has received the prestigious 2019 
Founder’s Award from his alma mater, 
the Pontifical North American College, 
in Rome.

The award cites Msgr. Ranieri for 
his “faithful priestly witness of over 60 
years, dedicated support to the formation 
and care of priests, and his love and 
faithfulness to his alma mater.”

The Pontifical North American College 
is America’s Seminary in Rome. Msgr. 
Ranieri, 86, was ordained as part of the 
class of 1958.

Msgr. Ranieri supports retired 
priests throughout the archdiocese 
of Washington by helping them with 
information about housing and health 
insurance, coordinating monthly 
luncheons, visiting them in the hospital 
and arranging funerals, among other 
functions.

“I love my work with the retired priests 
in the archdiocese and I never expected 
to be awarded for it,” Monsignor said. 
“It’s an honor to be recognized by the 
place where I began my journey as a 
priest, and by being included among past 
award recipients whom I have so much 
respect for.”

“It’s also humbling because there are 
others who are deserving of this award,” 
he added.

In addition to supporting his college 
financially, Msgr. Ranieri each year acts 
as the coordinator for his class reunions 

and often participates in the annual 
seminary reunion.

Here at Jeanne Jugan Residence, Msgr. 
Ranieri is the Sunday chaplain. He has 
celebrated Mass here every Sunday for 
nearly 21 years and on other occasions as 
requested. He has also taught classes for 
the postulants and heard their confessions, 
and animates a monthly Scripture sharing 
group with the Residents.

Mother Mary Michael said, “Msgr. 
Ranieri has been with us for nearly 
21 years as our chaplain and friend, 
celebrating Mass, holding Bible classes 
for the Residents, hearing confessions 
and lending a hand wherever needed. He 
helps us in our times of grief and rejoices 
with us in times of joy.”

Very Rev. Peter Harman 
’99 (left) and the 
Executive Secretary of 
the Alumni Association, 
Msgr. Michael Curran ’81 
C’88 (center), present the 
2019 Founder’s Award 
to Msgr. Joseph Ranieri 
’58, ICTE ’98 (right) 
of the Archdiocese of 
Washington. 

Photo courtesy of the 
NAC.

Congratulations to 
Monsignor Joseph Ranieri 
Recipient of the 2019 Founder’s Award for  
Faithful Priestly Witness

Volunteers
 cont’d from page 1 

According to the Independent 
Sector, an organization of charitable 
communities, 63 million volunteers 
help their neighbors, serve their 
communities and provide their 
expertise to countless organizations 
across the United States. Every day, 
friends and volunteers help us care 
for our Residents by assisting us 
with many day-to-day tasks from 
meal service and transportation, to 
manicures and haircuts, and office 
work.

Although the benefits volunteers 
bring to our Home are immeasurable, 
the Independent Sector calculates that 
volunteer time in D.C. in 2017 was 
worth $39.45 per hour. Individuals 
have spent more than 1,300 hours 
volunteering in our home during 
the first quarter of this year. When 
you consider talent, energy, and the 
thousands-of-hours individuals and 
groups freely dedicate to support our 
mission, that’s an enormous value 
and blessing for which we are so very 
grateful.

No matter his tasks for the day, 
Marty always takes the time to chat 
with the Residents. “They are so 
grateful for any time you spend with 
them,” he says. “when I come in to 
volunteer in the morning I pray that 
I will make a difference to someone 
today.”

Loan, our Cherry Blossom Queen and Katie, a 
volunteer and former Wisconsin Cherry Blossom 
Princess, wave to the crowd at our first ever in-
house Cherry Blossom Festival for our Residents 
and young adults from the archdiocese. 

Our Cherry Blossom Queen, was chosen for 
embodying the spirit of friendship of our Home.
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Upcoming Events
Fuel Fund/Summer Sweepstakes
July 1 – August 28
Help our Residents beat the humidity and high summer 
temperatures! Watch for Sweepstakes tickets due in 
mailboxes this July! The sweeps will run for eight 
weeks, from July 1 thru August 28 - drawing August 
30. All money raised goes to our Summer Fuel Fund 
to keep the lights on and air temps comfortable for our 
Residents.

Join Us For Our Mother Foundress’ Feast Day
August 30, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
On a cold winter’s day in 1839, St. Jeanne Jugan 
welcomed an elderly destitute, blind woman, Anne 
Chauvin into her home. Jeanne gave Anne her bed, a 
“home,” where meals were shared, joys multiplied and 
sorrows divided. Please join us as we unite in prayer 
to offer our gratitude for the life and example of Saint 
Jeanne Jugan. We will gather in our chapel to celebrate 
Jeanne’s gesture of loving hospitality.

Appaloosa Music Festival
August 30 to September 1
Music Hosted by Scythian, a DC based folk-rock band, 
Appaloosa features 30+ bands playing on 3 stages! 
Sign up for email updates to get all of the latest news 
on the festival at appaloosafestival.com.

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

In writing this message, we cannot but 
reflect on God’s loving Providence on 
our Congregation as we commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of the arrival of 
our first Little Sisters in America in 1868. 
Throughout this year we are inspired, 
not only by those who have preceded 
us in these first foundations, but by all 
of you who continue to support us and 
share in St. Jeanne Jugan’s vision of 
offering a Home to the neediest elderly. 
Washington was one of the original 13 
foundations and we will commemorate 
our actual anniversary in 2021. 

 We had the joy of welcoming 
Archbishop Wilton Gregory the 
day after the announcement of his 
being named the new Archbishop of 
Washington. To our joy and surprise, he 
and Cardinal Wuerl made a brief visit to 
our Home during which we promised 
him our prayers and support as he takes 
on his leadership role of shepherding 
our Archdiocese. 

We ask you to continue to pray for 
vocations to our Congregation. The care 
of the Elderly is such a need throughout 
the world.  Please also join us in praying 
for peace in so many countries at this 
time.

We are grateful for all our generous 
donors and benefactors who helped 
us through the Lenten journey and for 
your on-going support. We wish you an 
enjoyable summer and safety in your 
travels.

God bless you,

Mother Mary Michael, lsp
_________________________
Continuing the work of St. Jeanne Jugan, 

our MISSION is to offer the neediest elderly 
of every race and religion a home where they 
will be welcomed as Christ, cared for as family 
and accompanied with dignity until God calls 
them to himself.

Mother’s 
Corner 

By: Mother Mary Michael

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorwashingtondc.org

Here at Jeanne Jugan Residence we offer 
a home to low-income seniors in three 
levels of care, including nursing, boarding 
care and independent living apartments. 
You stand alongside us by providing the 
means to care for our Residents who 
depend on us for everything... nutritious 
food, medical care, and a safe home.

Our foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan based 
the future of her work on an evangelical 
challenge to live from day to day, never 
amassing goods or money, refusing 
perpetual endowments, placing all one’s 
confidence in God. She traveled the road 
on foot seeking alms, food, and items 
essential to the Home.

“If you’d like,” Jeanne Jugan said to a 
businessman, “we can share the elderly 
today; you can feed them, and I’ll take 
care of them.”

There are many ways you can help: 
make a stock donation, give online or by 
mail, make a simple bequest to the Little 
Sisters of the Poor in your will, or name 
us as the beneficiary of your life insurance 
or retirement plan. Every donation counts. 
Each dollar helping the Little Sisters of the 
Poor provide loving care to our Residents.

The words of St. Jeanne Jugan 
always afirm our confidence in Divine 
Providence: “Give, give us this house, 
if God fills it with the poor, God will not 
abandon it.” With the continuing help of 
our friends and benefactors, we know that 
God will provide.

For more information on ways you can 
help, contact Heather Cave, our director 
of development 202-269-1831.

The Need Continues

Thank you for helping us help others!


