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The Joy of a First Visit From 
Mother Provincial Alice Marie Monica

During her first visit to our 
Home as Provincial in May, Mother 
Provincial Alice Marie Monica shared 
a heartwarming moment with her 
biological sister and fellow Little 
Sister, Sr. Alphonse Marie. Afterward, 
she greeted each of the Little Sisters, 
Residents, and Staff gathered at the 
front door and expressed gratitude 
to everyone for their support of the 
mission, asking for our continuing 
prayers. 

We were delighted that Mother 
Provincial Alice Marie Monica’s 
visit to our Home coincided with 
our celebration of Older Americans 
Month. As part of this celebration, we 
participate in an annual Longevity Fun 
Run. This year nearly a dozen senior 
communities in the area came together 
for the run to celebrate the resilience 
and strength of those who live and 

work in senior living. 
Staff participants ran each leg, 

handing off the baton to Resident 
participants at each community. 
Residents then handed off the baton to 
the runner who would carry it to the 
next home, and so on, throughout the 
District of Columbia.

As we awaited the arrival of the 
runner from Unique Rehabilitation 
and Health Center, Mother Provincial 
Alice Marie Monica, Mother Margaret 
Regina, and all the Little Sisters 
joined our Residents, Staff, and two 
centenarians, Elizabeth, and Miriam, 
at the front door to dance, sing, and 
celebrate. Jeydy and Joyce, the two 
runners from our Home, paused for 
a photo before departing on their leg 
of the run. It was a beautiful day filled 
with joy and camaraderie, and we were 
grateful to be a part of it.

Mother Provincial Alice Marie Monica shares a heartwarming moment 
with her biological sister and fellow Little Sister, Sr. Alphonse Marie upon 
arriving for a visit.

Jeydy and Joyce, the two runners from our Home, pause for a photo with 
Miriam before departing on their leg of the relay.

The Little Sisters and Residents honored the 
Blessed Virgin Mary with a traditional crowning 
ceremony on May 13, the day before Mother’s 
Day.

Following a Mass celebrated in honor of 
Our Lady, the crowning of a statue of the 
Virgin Mary with a lovely crown of flowers was 
accompanied by the Marian Hymn, “Bring 
Flowers of the Fairest.” 

During a solemn procession, John, a Resident, 
carried a crown of flowers to a 3-foot statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima. Khieu, another Resident, 
crowned the Blessed Mother. This statue came 
from Fatima, Portugal, and belongs to one of the 
Residents.

The May crowning is a cherished tradition at 
Jeanne Jugan Residence. Mother emphasized 
that the ceremony honors the Blessed Virgin 
Mary as Mother and Queen to everyone.

May Crowning Honors Our Blessed Mother
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Tea & Tulips
Incredible Comeback 
After 3-Year Hiatus

Making an incredible comeback from a three-year 
hiatus due to Covid, our Tea & Tulips “friend raiser” 
April 23 netted $39,606, the highest total ever.

“Three years is a long time to wait,” for this annual 
get together, said Genevieve Murphy, founding 
committee member of the Tea and the afternoon's 
emcee. "It’s just so great to be back!”

This year, 235 women, aged 13 and over attended 
the event at Columbia Country Club.

Several young ladies had waited up to a decade to 
attend the Tea. Evvie Dominick has helped to set up 
the Tea since she was 5. She and her friends helped 
with the event and collectively sold an astounding 
amount of raffle tickets. 

For 18 years, Evvie’s mother, Aimee Dominick, 
and her firm A. Dominick Events, has worked with 
the nine ladies of the Tea & Tulips Committee and 
our development team to organize this celebration of 
spring.

“I love spending time with the Sisters and seeing all 
the ladies dressed up for tea,” Aimee Dominick said.

Maria Diaz has been involved with the Little 
Sisters for over a decade, starting in 2005 when she 
began dating her husband, Joseph, who had been 
volunteering with the Little Sisters. Maria and Joseph 
celebrated a birthday at the Home, and she was drawn 
to the warmth and love that the Sisters exuded.

Her mother and two younger sisters joined her in 
attending their first Tea in 2012. It quickly became 
a tradition for them. This year, her youngest sister, 
Claudia attended with her unborn daughter, who like 
Evvie, experienced her first Tea before even being born. 

Maria’s close friend Gaby Rivas and her three 
oldest daughters also attend the Tea every year, except 
for Gaby’s youngest, Caterina. “My goddaughter 
[Caterina] finally turned 13 last year,” said Maria. “She 
was so excited to join the group this year and be a part 
of our tradition!” 

The Sisters are grateful for all the new friends and 
volunteers that the event attracts. Mother Margaret 
Regina assured our benefactors and loved ones that 
they are remembered every day in our prayers and in a 
Mass offered each month. God bless you!

If you wish to become involved in our mission, 

the Sisters need volunteers now more than ever at 
our Home in Northeast Washington. We hope to 
offer a full array of volunteer opportunities once the 
remaining Covid restrictions are lifted.

The Tea & Tulips Awareness Committee: Aimee Dominick, Nancy Itteilag Donnelly, Mary Beth Donnelly, 
Susan Gorman, Ellen Conley, Suzie Squier, Patti Farrell, and Genevieve Murphy. (Not pictured Ellen Cullen)

Sr. Jeanne Veronique surrounded by members of the Awareness Committee, Evvie, and some of her 
friends who volunteered to sell raffle tickets. Cate Dobbins, Maggie Cannon, Susan Gorman, Evvie 
Dominick, Julie Marcus Haffey, Genevieve Murphy, Nell Bednarz. 

Friends, Maria Diaz and Gaby Rivas have made a tradition of attending the Tea every year along with 
their families. 
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Midshipmen Bring Joy to Residents
Residents at our Home were 

treated like royalty when 20 
midshipmen from the U.S. Naval 
Academy came for a day of service. 
The college students arrived for 
Mass, along with their chaplain, 
and then joined the Residents for 
dinner, a perfect time to bond.

Afterwards, the group visited 
the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception, where each senior 
paired with one or two students 
to pray, shop, or do whatever the 
Resident wished for the afternoon. 
One Resident who had difficulty 
speaking was able to carry on a 
meaningful conversation with 
two young women by writing in a 
notebook.

The day was a special one 
for both the Residents and the 
midshipmen, who returned in 

late April for a game day with the 
Residents, complete with Scrabble, 
chess, and refreshments.

Everyone enjoyed themselves, 
and the seniors were grateful 
for the attention and care they 
received from the young people. It 
was a heartwarming reminder of 
the power of service and the joy it 
can bring to all involved.

Dr. Mark Shepard, our medical 
director and one of two doctors working 
to care for Residents, celebrated his 
40th anniversary last October. During 
his more than four decades here, Dr. 
Shepard’s work has been instrumental to 
the Little Sisters' mission of caring for the 
elderly poor. 

Dr. Shepard came to the Jeanne 
Jugan Residence in 1982, the same year 
it reopened after closing in 1976. Dr. 
Edward Pacious, who became the new 
Home’s medical director, requested that 
his colleague join him as one of two 
doctors to treat the Residents. 

During the following decades, 
Dr. Shepard has treated hundreds of 
Residents. 

Mother Margaret Regina offered 
her own and the Little Sisters’ fervent 
congratulations to Dr. Shepard, citing his 
high level of commitment, his continued 

motivation, and the personal attention he 
gives to the Residents.

Dr. Shepard, in turn, credits his 
commitment to the Sisters and the 
Residents to the inspiration he receives 
through them. “I’ve worked at private 
nursing homes. What is so outstanding 
here,” he said “is that their dedication 
goes beyond delivering medicine. The 
Little Sisters are focused on relationships 
with Residents and on keeping people 
happy emotionally and socially.”

Dr. Shepard’s arrival and long service 
is a blessing. Sister Alphonse Marie, who 
shares a long history at the Residence 
with Dr. Shepard, expressed her deep 
gratitude to him for his dedicated care 
and concern for so many Residents. 

Sister added, “His treatment includes 
helping the Residents learn to enjoy life. 
This makes an enormous difference to 
them and their families.”

Sr. Carolyn, who was here recently on retreat, pauses for a photo and to 
reminisce with Dr. Shepard and Sr. Alphonse. Sr. Carolyn was the director 
of nursing when Dr. Shepard first started working for the Little Sisters.

Celebrating Dr. Shepard's 40 Years of Service
Journey to Improve Residents’ Health and Quality of Life

Villa Resident Aggie enjoyed her time at the Basilica.

Villa Resident Stal plays a heated game of chess with one of the 
midshipmen.
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mother’s message
Dear Family and 
Friends,
   Did you realize 
that almost half of 
2023 has passed? In 
looking back over 
these 5 ½ months 
it has been packed 
with special days 
of celebrations, the 
sharing of talents and 
encounters with the 
goodness of so many 
people just wanting to bring happiness to the 
Residents. Thank you so much from all of us 
here at Jeanne Jugan Residence!
   For us Little Sisters, we too had the special 
joy of welcoming our Mother General 
María from France in April. Since Mother 
Provincial Loraine Marie Clare finished 
her mandate of 14 years, she was replaced 
by Mother Provincial Alice Marie Monica. 
Not only did we receive a new provincial, 
but the two provinces of Baltimore and 
Brooklyn merged, thus becoming the Balti-
more-Brooklyn Province. Baltimore is now 
the Residence of our new provincial, Mother 
Alice Marie Monica.This province includes 
all east coast Homes. The Chicago Province 
will be headquartered in Palatine, IL, and 
includes all the Homes west of Pittsburgh. 
   Mother General also took advantage of this 
visit with us to launch a National Vocation 
Team composed of Little Sisters around the 
country. This team will nurture vocations 
and make the congregation as widely known 
as possible. Please keep this in your prayers.
   When I gaze on the photo above of our 
Resident who has reached 100 years, I can 
only think, how amazing is this? Yet, for us 
Little Sisters, it is a call to place our trust in 
God to continue calling young women to 
follow Him as Little Sisters of the Poor at 
the service of the elderly. Although a Little 
Sister for over 50 years, I remember well the 
amazement young people can experience in 
realizing that they are being called to follow 
Jesus. Our vocation never grows old!

Gratefully in the Lord,
Mother Margaret Regina

Seventy Years a Little Sister 
Sr. Marcelle, a native of Denver, CO, 

celebrated 70 years of religious profession 
in May. Sr. Marcelle made her first vows 
in June 1953 and has served the elderly 
poor throughout the United States and in 
countries such as France and England. Sr. 
Marcelle was joined by her family – they 
arrived for a week-long visit from Colorado 
and California – for a Mass and dinner.

Mother Margaret Regina said “Everyone 
enjoyed a special day! Sr. Marcelle is a true 
daughter of St. Jeanne Jugan. We are blessed 
to share community with her.”

save the date
Summer Sweepstakes 
August 3 – October 5
Watch for Sweeps tickets due in mailboxes 
this August! The sweeps runs August 3 
through October 5 – drawing October 
6. All funds raised go to our Fuel Fund 
to keep the lights on and our Residents 
comfortable. 

Foundress’ Feast Day
August 30             
Little Sisters around the world celebrate 
on Saint Jeanne Jugan’s Feast day. Here we 
mark the day with a Mass. Join us as we 
unite in prayer to offer our gratitude for 
the life and example of Saint Jeanne Jugan 
and to pray for vocations. 

Mother Margaret Regina with 
Miriam Clark (100) during the 
Longevity Fun Run.

ON THE MOVE
It is our tradition to gather at the 

front door to greet new members to 
our community. This year, it was with 
happy faces, sincere applause, and the 
ringing of bells that three new Little 
Sisters were welcomed to our Home. 

Sr. Mary Elizabeth comes to us 
from our Home in Cincinnati and is 
working with the Residents on our 
Sacred Heart nursing unit. Sr. Frances 
Catherine comes to us from our 
Home in Newark, DE, and is helping 
throughout the Home and joining 
Sr. Jeanne Veronique on weekly visits 
to local parishes. Sr. Mary Vincent 
comes to us from our Home in 
Pittsburgh where she was the Mother 
Superior. She has taken on the 
responsibility of making pastoral visits 
with the Residents, bringing comfort 
and joy to those in need. 

Mother Margaret Regina, our 
Mother Superior, is overjoyed to 
welcome these Little Sisters into 

our Home. We look forward to the 
contributions they will make. 

After 14 years of dedicated service 
as provincial superior of the Baltimore 
Province, overseeing Homes in 
Baltimore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Mobile, Newark, DE, 
Oregon, OH, Pittsburgh, Henrico, 
VA, and Washington, D.C. Mother 
Provincial Loraine Marie Claire has 
moved to our Pittsburgh Home to 
serve as superior. Her leadership and 
guidance have been invaluable and we 
are grateful for her tireless efforts.

We welcomed Mother Provincial 
Alice Marie Monica as our new 
provincial superior. She comes to 
us after years of service as superior 
of the Brooklyn Province. The two 
provinces merge into one that will 
be called the Baltimore-Brooklyn 
Province. Mother Provincial Alice 
Marie Monica will now oversee 10 
Homes.


